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Dear Pupil,

First and foremost, congratulations. Every one of us in the Bishop Vaughan community is

immensely proud of your achievement. Your achievement is not measured solely by the

results you are picking up today - far from it. Your achievements encompass all the ways

in which you have grown and flourished throughout your time in this school - morally,

academically, spiritually, socially and culturally. They are reflected in the friendships that

you have nurtured and the experiences you have had here.

We know that the end of your Sixth Form education has not been what you, or any of us,

expected. When we all look back, many years from now, to 2020, one of the many things

that will define it will be the abrupt end to your school year on Friday 20th March. The

national lockdown meant the loss of exams, but the loss too of familiar rites of passage:

the last day in school, the last lesson with each of your Sixth Form teachers, the Sixth

Form prom, the Leavers’ Mass. We share the sense of the loss of these things with you.

We would have loved nothing more than to have celebrated each of these milestones

with you. In our last assemblies and lessons together, we would have re-iterated to you

that you will always be a very special part of the Bishop Vaughan community, that we

would be there for you on results day and the ensuing weeks to help you in following your

next steps; we would have said that we would love, in the future, to hear from you and to

know what you are doing. We say those things to you now then, here in this letter.

If the results enclosed in this envelope are what you hoped for or expected, then we are

all delighted for you. If they are not as you hoped, it is important that you chat with one of

us and we can advise you on whether it is advisable to pursue an appeal. For the past

few days, the media has been full of the news about the difficulties inherent in providing

fair and accurate grades in the absence of exams. It is very unlikely that the system will

have generated the ‘right’ grade for everyone. Because of that, it is particularly important

that you speak with a teacher if you have not got the grades you expected or if you have

not met your offer requirements for your University place. We are all here to help you and

our focus is entirely on you, your wellbeing and your progression on the path of your

choosing.

If you have succeeded in achieving what you needed to pursue your dreams and

ambitions, we share your joy today. While this results day is a ‘socially distanced’ one,

without the hugs with your friends, the passing around of the results slips and the group

photos, it is not an emotionally distanced one! We are as proud of you as we always are.

Quite a few of us will undoubtedly shed a tear or two, seeing you receive the
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qualifications for which you have worked for so long! These days are some of the many

reasons for which most teachers choose to teach: you have completed your studies and

we are so proud of you. It means everything to us to share this moment with you. We will

be sharing your successes on our social media accounts and we would love it if you kept

in touch with us, letting us know about your courses, universities and careers as you set

out on your next steps.

We pray that you will, as our mission statement references from the Gospel of St. John,

“have life ... to the full” as you move on to universities and employment. In your first Sixth

Form assembly, I shared with you the following quotation:

“This is the beginning of a new day.

You have been given this day to use as you will.

You can waste it or use it for good.

What you do today is important because you are exchanging a day

of your life for it.

When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone forever;

in its place will be something that you have left behind...

let it be something good.”

Today is truly a new beginning for you. You have completed your school-based

education. Every day you have spent here, you have “left behind something good” in the

form of the achievements that have got you to today. We now wish you happiness and

fulfilment in all your days. We hope that every one of them will be one filled with

“something good”. We will always be glad to hear from you as a member of the Bishop

Vaughan family and to learn of your future successes, of which we are sure there will be

many.

To our fabulous class of 2020, then, our congratulations and our very best wishes to you,

now and always –

Yours sincerely,

Mrs E Pole

Headteacher

On behalf of your teachers and the school Governors


