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School Term and Holiday Dates 2016-2017

HALF TERM HOLIDAYS

Term Term begins Begins Ends Term ends

Autumn
2016

Thursday
1st September

Monday
24th October

Friday
28th October

Friday
16th December

Spring
2017

Wednesday
4th January

Monday
20th February

Friday
24th February

Friday
7th April

Summer
2017

Monday
24th April

Monday
29th May

Friday
2nd June

Friday
21st July

The staff and governors wish
all parents, carers and pupils a happy and holy

Christmas and a successful New Year.

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda.

Dates for your Diary

The last day of half term is Friday 16th December 2016; school closes at 3.25pm.
All pupils return to school on Wednesday 4th January 2017.This will be week one on
the timetable.

Inset Days
Tuesday 3rd January 2017

Advance notice of Examination Dates January 2017
External units for Years 11 to 13 from 5th January 2016 to 13th January 2017

The full academic year school calendar is available to view on our website.

PLEASE NOTE:
The decision was taken by ERW, our regional consortium, that no absences due to
holidays during term times will be authorised by Headteachers. This means
absences that are due to pupils being taken on holidays during term time will be
recorded as unauthorised.

As a school we actively encourage parents not to take holidays during term time so
that children can fully benefit from the opportunities their school provides. If children
are not in school, they cannot learn.

Sixth Form Information Evening is
Thursday 19th January 2017 from

6.00 - 8.00 pm.



Christmas Services
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Times of the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services in
the different parishes are printed below.

The liturgical rites for each of the days are an essential
support to understanding the Christian message. We urge
everyone to attend their Parish church this Christmas time.

Blessed Sacrament (Father J P Thomas)
Christmas Eve
Nativity Mass 5.00pm
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 9.30am

Sacred Heart Morriston (Father Jason)
Christmas Eve - Nativity Play 5.00pm; Children’s
Mass 5.30pm; Indian Language Mass 9.00pm;
Carol Service 11.30pm; Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Mass - 9.30am and 11.00am

Our Lady Star of the Sea (Fr Mansel Usher)
Christmas Eve
Nativity 5.40pm Vigil 6.00pm
Carols 11.45pm - Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 9.30am

St. Benedict’s Clydach (Father Henry)
Christmas Eve Vigil —5.30 pm
10.00pm - Mass during the night Christmas Day
Christmas Day 10.00am

St. David’s (Canon Flook)
Christmas Eve
Vigil 6.00pm
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 10.30am

St. Illtyd’s (Father Saji Matthew)
Christmas Eve - 5.30 Carol Service
Vigil 6.00pm
Midnight Mass 11.30 Carols
Christmas Day 10.30am

Our Lady of Lourdes (Father Artur)
Christmas Eve
10.00pm Polish Mass
Christmas Day 11.00am 9.00 Polish Mass

St. Benedict’s Sketty (Father Carlito)
Christmas Eve
Vigil 5.30pm 8.00pm 10.00pm
Christmas Day 8.30am and 11.00am
(We were unable to confirm these times with the
parish—please check with the parish)

Sacred Heart Ystradgynlais (Father Henry)
Christmas Eve -
Vigil 8.00pm

Holy Cross (Father Thadathil)
Christmas Eve
Vigil 6.00pm
Carols 11.30pm - Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 9.30am

St. Peter’s (Father Thadathil)
Christmas Eve
Vigil 6.00pm
Christmas Day 9.00am

Cathedral Church of St. Joseph (Fr Benedict)
Christmas Eve
Vigil 6.00pm
Carols 11.30pm - Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 10.00am

St Joachim’s (Father John Browne)
Christmas Eve 6.00 pm
Christmas Day 9.30am

St Bride’s Pontardulais (Father J P Thomas)
Christmas Day 8.00am
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This has been an exceptionally busy term, and we are very proud that the pupils

have achieved so much within it.

Early in the term, we were able to celebrate the pupils’ achievements in the last

academic year with a wonderful Presentation Evening at the Brangwyn Hall. With

guests ranging from Bishop Tom and several of the clergy, to our dedicated and

hard-working Governing Body, and from the families of pupils past and present to

the manager of the Welsh National Football team, himself a former pupil, it truly was

a fitting celebration of all areas of school life at Bishop Vaughan. Photographs of the

evening can be found on page 12.

The majority of this term has fallen within an important year for the church, the Year

of Mercy, and we were delighted therefore that we were able to offer pupils two

opportunities to visit Rome: our RE Department made its usual pilgrimage in

September, and their account of this can be found on page 5 of this newsletter,

while our Music Department’s Choir Tour took place in October, and Amy, James

and Lizzie have written an account of what they gained from this wonderful

experience. Many pupils have also spoken at length about the impact of learning

about the Lampedusa Cross during the latter part of this term, as discussed on page

7, and about their experiences on the Welsh National Pilgrimage. In celebrating,

reflecting and praying together in so many different settings and contexts, there has

been true spiritual growth.

It would be quite impossible to list here the numerous achievements of our pupils

and the many activities in which they have been involved, however we hope that this

edition of the newsletter gives parents, pupils, Governors, parishioners and friends

of the school an indication of just how proud we are of each and every pupil. We

hope that you enjoy reading about the highlights of the last term and we wish you all

a blessed and peaceful Christmas and every happiness in the New Year.

We would like to give pupils and parents advanced notice that the governors are
currently reviewing the school uniform with the intention of bringing in any changes
for the Academic Year 2017/2018.

Once a shortlist of options for the new uniform has been decided, the governors will
consult with pupils, parents and staff before introducing any changes.

Christmas Message

Review/Consultation on New Uniform
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Bishop Vaughan’s sixth pilgrimage to Rome took place during the Year of Mercy
2016. Twenty-five students and six staff set off from Bishop Vaughan School early
on Sunday 11th September. As on previous occasions pupils and staff stayed at
Villa Palazzola. On Monday 12th September, we visited the Vatican Museums, the
Sistine Chapel and St Peter’s Basilica. On Tuesday we had a guided tour of the
Colosseum, walked by the Forum and visited the Trevi Fountain. On Wednesday an
early coach journey ensured that we had excellent seats for the Papal audience.
This was followed by a walk to Campo Dei Fiori. On Thursday it was back to Rome
for a visit to the Venerable English College and we were given a guided tour. Later
that afternoon we visited the Pantheon. On our last day we had a guided tour of the
Catacombs of San Callistus and then on to Castel Gandolfo for lunch. We arrived
back at school in the early hours of Saturday morning. Bishop Vaughan pupils were
as usual a credit to the school and the memories of the pilgrimage will no doubt last
a life time.

Pilgrimage to Rome September 2016
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Welsh National Youth Pilgrimage to Lourdes

A number of Sixth Form students joined young
people from across Menevia and Cardiff
Dioceses as members of the Welsh National
Pilgrimage to Lourdes in July. They assisted in
caring for and supporting the assisted pilgrims
and enhanced every aspect of the pilgrimage,
from the practical to Spiritual and even added to
the social side during “Lourdes has Talent”
providing entertainment and laughter for all.
They really are a true inspiration!

Next term there will be a special assembly for any students from Year 11 or the
Sixth Form who would be interested in joining the group or would like to learn
more about it – keep an eye out for further information!

This year, our Advent services took place at the
beginning of the Advent season. With music,
readings and prayers, pupils were offered the chance
to reflect on the themes of the season, and to think
about how to bring light to other people’s lives. They
are now challenged to put their faith into action during
the season of Advent and actively take part in charity
work at school.

“The Advent assembly was relaxing. It had lots of inspirational moments and the
Choir was amazing. I really enjoyed it.” Angel Jolly, 9.3
“The Advent assembly was really informative.” Irin Purnoose, 9.3
“I found it amazing, I enjoyed it.” Alana Richards, 9.3

Advent Assemblies
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Lampedusa Cross

On Wednesday 16th November Father Jason visited our school with a Lampedusa
Cross. When hundreds of refugees who were fleeing Eritrea and Somalia drowned off
the coast of Lampedusa, Francesco Tuccio, a carpenter from the small Italian island of
Lampedusa was moved to gather the driftwood from the wrecked boats and turn them
into crosses, which he offered to survivors as a small but powerful symbol of hope.

Pope Francis tells us ‘We ourselves need to see, and then to enable others to see,
that migrants and refugees…are brothers and sisters to be welcomed, respected and
loved.’

Pope Francis carried one of the Lampedusa
crosses at a memorial Mass to
commemorate people who have died, and
the British Museum is now displaying a
Lampedusa cross as a reminder to people
of the refugee crisis the world is facing.
CAFOD has been inspired by Francesco
Tuccio’s actions and has sent one of his
Lampedusa crosses to every cathedral in
England and Wales. It is a reminder to all of
us of the refugee crisis.

Sixth Form pupils delivered assemblies about the Lampedusa Cross throughout the
week, and then Father Jason celebrated a reflective Mass using the cross as a
powerful focus for prayer. Everyone present had the opportunity to pray for all those
around the world affected by the refugee crisis. With so many humanitarian
emergencies facing the world, the challenge ahead can seem daunting, particularly to
each of us on our own. Yet together, through prayer, reflection, and simply sending a
message of how much we care, we can make a big difference.
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Charity
Children in Need

Bishop Vaughan went spotty for Pudsey on
18th November with a “wear spots for Pudsey”
day. Other activities included a bake sale and
mini competitions, including a name the bear
competition. The bear named “Winston” was
guessed by a Year 12 pupil. A grand total of
£424.72 pounds was raised for the worthwhile
cause. SPOTacular!!!

Mini Vinnies
Sixth Form Mini Vinnies launched their “small change
makes a big difference” appeal again this December, a
simple but effective way of raising money to fund food
hampers for local communities and families struggling
this Christmas time.

The generosity and love shown once more
demonstrates the community spirit of BVS and how we put faith into action in so
many different ways!

MacMillan Coffee Morning

The BVS Staff bake off in Aid of Macmillan Cancer Support
raised £379.03. There was a fantastic array of cakes on sale in
the staff room throughout the day, ranging from a walnut cake,
lemon drizzle cake, cheesecake, cupcakes and rocky road.

Haiti
Students and staff raised over £1002.32 for
the Haiti relief fund in November with a non-
school uniform day.

All money raised was sent to the British Red
Cross in order to provide practical, medical
and emotional care to those affected by the
crisis.

Diolch!
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Charity
Over the last half term the Sixth Form Charity Team, students and staff at BVS
have worked tirelessly to raise money and awareness for a number of different
charities. None of this would be possible without the generosity and kindness
shown by all members of the school community, families and friends.

This has been a special year for the Catholic
Church as a ‘Year of Mercy’ with a particular
emphasis on compassion and kindness, so it seems
very fitting that this year we have been able to focus
on a range of different charities throughout the
school.

Thank you to everyone for making it all possible!
Keep an eye out for even more events and charities
activities in the New Year!

Operation Christmas Child
Once again students and staff of Bishop Vaughan School took part in Operation
Christmas Child. A target of 100 shoeboxes was
set and a three week campaign was launched to
gather and prepare shoeboxes to send to
disadvantaged children across the world. For
some, the gift of a shoebox is the only thing they
will receive this Christmas. The Sixth Form
charity team worked with tutorials throughout the
school to pack and wrap the shoeboxes. After
much generosity and kindness the target was
exceeded and a total of 202 shoeboxes collected
and sent for the appeal.



On Wednesday 30th November, the annual Bishop Vaughan Christmas Fayre was
held in the Main Hall. We were pleased to welcome a range of local businesses and
craftspeople, all of whom brought something different to the Fayre. From Christmas
gift stalls to cake stalls, there was something for everyone! Many year groups had
their own stalls and raised a lot of money for a variety of good causes.

Overall the Fayre was a very successful evening and the number of people who
attended reflects this. We would like to thank all of the local businesses who
attended. The money collected this year will go towards supporting Swansea Food
Bank. It really was a brilliant evening.
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Christmas Fayre
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Choir Trip to Rome October 2016

Our trip to Rome was an experience that I will never forget. Along with the sightseeing, my
highlight had to be when we performed in Mass in St Peter’s Basilica. We also sung outside
the Vatican and this was surreal, I cannot describe the feeling that it gave me other than
breath-taking. I had never been abroad with school and so this opportunity has made me
more independent and thankful for the many people who care about me. The food, the
historic surroundings, the singing and the company were all unforgettable. We even had fun
whilst waiting for our bus in Vatican city, singing and dancing (including Mr Crudge!) I
cannot think of many secondary schools in Wales who can say that they have visited the
Pope, sung Mass in the Vatican and danced there too!!! I would like to thank the teaching
staff for putting their hard work and a tremendous amount of effort into this trip. I wouldn’t
have missed it for the world.
Amy Holmes Year 11

I am so thankful that I had this great opportunity to
go to Rome with our school. I can’t emphasis
enough how astonishing the whole experience
was. I was able to see many visions of Christ
through paintings and statues, the most
impressive of these were to be found in St Peter’s
Basilica. To sing in Mass in this most beautiful house of God was truly an honour. We had
the great opportunity to see the Pope, we sat and listened to the great words he spoke and I
looked around at the thousands of people gathered at that moment with the presence of the
Lord all around us in one of the most holy places in the world. As a member of the Catholic
community, in that moment, I felt my faith getting stronger.
James Necrews-Morgan Year 12

During our ‘once in a lifetime’ trip to Rome we had the opportunity of singing in angelic local
churches during mass. We were also able to hold a few of our own concerts, showcasing
the beautiful pieces of music that we had spent months practising. There were numerous
highlights of our trip, but my favourite has to be singing in St Peter’s Basilica for Mass. It
was a beautiful and humbling experience and God was undoubtedly present the whole time.
As we are taught in our RE lessons, there are many ways to pray and, as we witnessed in
Rome, one of these is by singing. As St Augustine says, “Those who sing, pray twice.” We
sang every word with passion and love and what better way to do it than amongst friends
and family. For me, this is one of the best ways to worship. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity and for making my last school trip with Bishop Vaughan a truly unforgettable
experience. Elizabeth Crudge Year 13
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Presentation Evening

The Annual Presentation
Evening at the Brangwyn
Hall in this, the school’s

fiftieth jubilee year,
celebrated the many and
diverse achievements of
the pupils and we were
delighted to welcome so
many of our Governors,

Bishop Tom Burns, several
members of the clergy and
guest presenters, including

our former pupil, Chris
Coleman, manager of the
Welsh National Football
team, whose words of
encouragement to our

pupils in his address were
so motivating.
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Anti-Bullying Day 2016
Anti-Bullying Day took place on
Thursday 17th November . We had
many different external agencies
attend to raise awareness of
bullying and what services are
available to support people going
through a variety of struggles. Some
of the services that attended were:
The Exchange, Choices, South
Wales Police – Hate Crime team,
Local PCSOs, Bullies Out, EYST,
SNAP Cymru, Local Authority
Children’s Rights team, YMCA,
Swansea Active Young People and
TEN – This Ends Now, Bishop
Vaughan’s Anti-Bullying Team.

We are very grateful to all the
agencies, staff and pupils who
supported us to run this event. It was
a successful day with pupils gaining
lots of valuable knowledge and
developing strong relationships with
support services. We look forward to
Anti-Bullying Day 2017.

Rights Respecting School
Bishop Vaughan are committed to raising awareness of the
United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child and
working towards our Rights Respecting School Award
(RRSA).

Many primary schools across Swansea are Rights
Respecting Schools and pupils who are new to BVS will be

very aware of Chil-
dren’s rights and what
a Rights Respecting
School looks like.

Over the coming months we will be raising the
profile of Children’s Rights throughout the
school and involving our pupils in this process.



The following list of clubs are available for curriculum enrichment opportunities.
These STEM clubs cover all year groups from Year 7 to Year 12.

The Engineering Education Scheme in Wales (EESW) club will work with an
external company to problem solve one of their issues. They will then present their
solution to a panel of experts who will judge the national winner. This group will be
entered for a Silver CREST award which is worth 60 UCAS points.

STEM IN BISHOP VAUGHAN
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MONDAY 1 YEAR 7-9 B5 1.30 –2.25 PROGRAMING,
ANIMATION AND

IT CLUB

MONDAY 1 YEAR 7-11 MATHS
DEPARTMENT

1.45-2.20 MATHEMATICS
PROBLEM
SOLVING

MONDAY 1 YEAR 11 T13 1.30-2.25 GRAPHICS
CLUB

TUESDAY 1 KEY STAGE
FIVE

T11 1.30-2.25 EESW CLUB

WEDNESDAY 1 KEY STAGE
THREE

T2 3.30–4.30 HEALTHY
EATING CLUB

WEDNESDAY 1 YEAR 10 T11 1.30–2.25 ENGINEERING
CLUB

WEDNESDAY 1 YEAR 7-9 1.30–2.25 TECHNOCAMPS
CODING CLUB

THURSDAY 1 KEY STAGE
FIVE

T11 1.30–2.25 EESW CLUB

FRIDAY 1 YEAR 7-9 B5 1.30-2.25 PROGRAMING,
ANIMATION AND

IT CLUB



STEM IN BISHOP VAUGHAN

We meet every Wednesday 3:30- 4:30 in T2 with Mrs P Thomas
This term we have twelve regular attendees. In September, we used a donation of

cooking apples to make a Dutch apple cake.

Everyone enjoyed the turkey bolognaise with the fresh basil and there was plenty of
tasting later on! Now the winter is upon us we need some warm comforting foods,

so here is the group with their finished leek and potato soup.
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MONDAY 2 YEAR 7-9 B5 1.30–2.25 PROGRAMING,
ANIMATION

AND IT CLUB

MONDAY 2 YEAR 7—YEAR
11

MATHS
DEPARTMENT

1.45-2.20 MATHEMATICS
PROBLEM
SOLVING

MONDAY 2 YEAR 12/13 T13 1.30–2.25 PRODUCT
DESIGN CLUB

TUESDAY 2 KEY STAGE
FIVE

T11 1.30-2.25 EESW CLUB

WEDNESDAY 2 KEY STAGE
THREE

T2 3.30–4.30 HEALTHY
EATING CLUB

WEDNESDAY 2 YEAR 10 T11 1.30–2.25 ENGINEERING
CLUB

WEDNESDAY 1 YEAR 7-9 B5 1.30–2.25 TECHNOCAMP
S CODING

CLUB

THURSDAY 2 KEY STAGE
FIVE

T9&T11 1.30-2.25 EESW CLUB

FRIDAY 1 YEAR 7-9 B5 1.30-2.25 PROGRAMING,
ANIMATION

AND IT CLUB

Healthy Eating Club
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Lead Creative Schools Project
Twenty-one pupils in Year 9 have been involved in planning a project that will look
at developing an interactive resource about Swansea for Year 7 pupils. They have
planned the project with a member of the Arts Council as well as pupils from St.
Josephs and St. Illtyds and have interviewed writers and artists to help them create
their product. The pupils will be creating the digital product during the Spring Term.
Kimberly Kadzirange from 9.6 said ‘I really enjoyed interviewing the writer to try and
find out if they could understand our vision and help us achieve our goal but it was
much harder than I thought trying to make up suitable questions to ask in the
interview.

Marvel Biju from 9.6 said ‘I’m really looking forward to next term when we get to
work with the writer and make our product’.

Pupils from year 11 made a Christmas nativity in Ceramics. This will be on display
outside the hall throughout December. Merry Christmas from Lily Measday 11.6,
Rosa Sartori 11.4 and Megan Yeomans 11.4.

Health and Social Care News
This term our Year 11 Health and Social Care class have been researching local
provision of services for young people. They have enjoyed visits from Talking Hands,
Choices and the YMCA. We have also spent a morning at the Swansea Foyer for the
young homeless where we received a warm welcome from staff and the young
residents. Pupils have also been learning about the Wellbeing team at school and the
range of support they provide for our pupils through adolescence.
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PE Department
Sporting Success
Congratulations to Zean Evarrete and Peter Crudge
on their selection to the Welsh basketball squad.

Also to Adam Davies on being selected to represent
the Boys’ Club of Wales at boxing. He is currently
through to the semi-finals of the British Championships.

Swansea University Active Project
The school has agreed to take part in a research study involving Year 9 pupils. The
aims of the research are to find out whether adolescents engage in more physical
activity if they are given vouchers to fund activities of their choice and have peer
mentors to promote and advocate for the importance of physical education.
Approximately fifty students have consented to take part.

This term the pupils have completed a healthy lifestyle questionnaire and completed
some health screening and fitness tests. Peer mentors are currently being chosen
by the pupils and they will receive training to help with their new role.

Participants will receive £20 every month for a twelve month period which can be
used to fund physical activity, for example: gym membership, surf lessons,
Skateboard Park, sports equipment, Zumba classes. The vouchers will be available
in the New Year. Hopefully our pupils will enjoy spending their vouchers and
increase their activity levels.

Talent Spotting
Year 9 pupils were involved in a talent identification event
with Welsh cycling. The Welsh Cycling Development team
are looking for the next World and Olympic champion. To
aid their search they visited Bishop Vaughan and
challenged our Year 9 pupils to complete a few tests:
standing high jump to assess the power in the legs and
two exhausting flat out sprints for six seconds on a static
bike. The results were recorded and the data sent to Sport
Wales to be analysed. We now wait to see whether any of
our pupils will qualify for additional training, but whatever
the outcome the pupils involved had an enjoyable and informative lesson.

Football
It has been a great start to the year for sport and the Autumn Term has seen some
excellent football and rugby being played by Bishop Vaughan teams. We have
played a number of friendly, league and cup matches within the two sports and have
now got more pupils than ever having the chance to represent our school on a more
regular basis. We have also had some success with our pupils linking up with and
joining teams outside of school which will no doubt put us in good stead for future
performances.

Year 7 – played 8, won 5, lost 3 Year 8 – played 9, won 8, lost 1
Year 9 – played 7, won 4, lost 3 Year 10 – played 7, won 7
Year 11 – played 3, won 3
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UKMT Junior Maths Challenge Results
On the 8th November 2016, eighteen pupils from Years 12 and 13 who are
studying A level Maths were invited to take part in the United Kingdom
Mathematics Trust Senior Maths Challenge.

In the test, the students had to answer 25 very challenging Maths questions.
The highest scoring student in our school was Gideon Davies who achieved a
Silver award. This is an excellent result - well done, Gideon!
The following students were the best achieving in the school.
Year 13
1st Elizabeth Crudge Silver award
2nd Laurie Stevens Bronze award
3rd Dion Peter Bronze award
4th Aimee Spicer Jones
5th Caitlin Ware
6th Jacob D’Auria
Year 12
1st Gideon Davies Silver award
2nd Alex Caswell Bronze award
3rd Jerry Liao Bronze award
4th Alys Williams Bronze award
5th Ben Randel
6th Ira Go
7th Gian Hernandez
8th Emma Burns

Well done to everybody that took part.

For more information on this competition visit http://www.ukmt.org.uk/
The next challenge will take place on Thursday 2nd February 2017 and it is open
to Years 9 – 11.

Good luck to all participants.

UK Junior Mathematical Challenge

Here is a Maths Challenge question for you:

Julie and her daughters Megan and Zoey have the same birthday. Today Julie is 32,
Megan is 4 and Zoey is 1. How old will Julie be when her age is the sum of the ages
of Megan and Zoey?

The solution can be found on page 20
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National Poetry Day 6th October 2016
This year the theme was
Messages. The Literacy
Council helped organise the
event and decided it would
be a good idea to write
messages on postcards and
messages in a bottle. The
Literacy Team also wrote
coded messages which
pupils had to decipher by

cracking the code. All pupils and staff enjoyed the event which took place in the
library during lunchtime.

“It was really good fun and
quite challenging as we
had to crack codes. We

really enjoyed ourselves.”
Marvel, 9.6

“We have written a
message in a bottle and a
postcard to a friend, and

we figured out secret
messages. It was really

fun.” Leah and Kathryn,7.1

On the 18th November 2016 a group of Sixth Form pupils attended a local authority
event called The Big Conversation which focused on the transition into adulthood –
the ‘Fears About Getting Older’. They participated in a range of fun activities around
the story, ‘The Portrait of Dorian Grey’, and thoroughly enjoyed the Halloween fancy
dress theme.

They were voted best dressed by other school representatives and won vouchers
for the LC2.

Well done to those who took part and made a huge effort in representing Bishop
Vaughan School.

Pupil Voice



Year 12 Biology Trip
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On Monday 27th June, the two AS Biology
classes travelled to Oxwich Bay on a field trip.
As part of our course, we study a variety of
sampling methods and so this trip enabled us
to use some of the methods about which we
have been learning.

When we arrived we were split into two groups
and given different tasks. My group’s task was
to identify the species of plants present on the

sand dunes over a distance. In order to find out this information, we used keys and
point quadrats along a belt transect. This allowed us to see ecological succession.
After completing this task, we swapped with the other group and began a different
investigation. Using frame quadrats, we had to identify the species present in the
grass areas and make estimates of the ‘percentage cover’ of the species present,
other than grass and investigate the effect of trampling.

It was an enjoyable day that was very beneficial to those of us studying Biology. It
allowed us to practice using the different sampling methods and we would like to
thank the Biology department for organising this trip!

Mrs J Davies

“Colour Your Day” were selling at the school Christmas Fayre on Wednesday 30th
November – this was an opportunity for the company to maximise their sales.

If you don’t have an old white t-shirt, we will order you
one which you can have tie dyed to suit your choice of
design and colour specifications. They’d make a great
present idea and are priced at only £5.

If you are interested in ordering, please see Mrs Wynne,
Juliana Pereira or Leanne Alonzi from the Sixth Form.

Thank you for your continued support.

Young Enterprise 2016/17

UK Junior Mathematical Challenge Solution

59 Suppose this happens in x years' time. Julie's age will be 32 + x, Megan's age will be 4 + x and Zoey's age will be 1 +
x . Thus 4 + x and 1 + x = 32 + x and subtracting 5 + x from each side of this equation, we have x which equals 27.
In 27 years' time, Julie will be 59, Megan 31 and Zoey 28. Notice that 31 + 28 = 59 as required.



P a g e 2 1B i s h o p V a u g h a n S c h o o l N e w s l e t t e r D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 6

From 1st September 2016 the school introduced a cashless system for paying for
school meals. We will also be introducing an online payments system with
‘ParentPay’ for further areas in which payments are made to the school. You should
have received a pack containing information with regards to the above and there is
also a link on the school’s website whereby these forms can be downloaded.

As a parent you will need to be registered with ParentPay and you will be given your
own account whereby payments can be made using a debit/credit card for:-
 School Trips Revision Guides Ties
 School Planners School Meals

For those parents who do not have a debit/credit card, payments can be made via
PayPoint which is an in-store payment service operating in local stores and Post
Offices.If you have any queries regarding this please do not hesitate to contact the
school. To find your nearest local store please follow the link below:-

https://paypoint.com/en-gb

January 2016 Exam Timetable

Cashless and Online Payments System

Examination Certificates
Certificates gained during June 2016 certificates will be available for collection in
December 2016. It is important that you collect your certificates from Reception as
they will be returned to the examination board after 12 months.

Date Start Len Board Component Title
Cand

No

TBA TBA 00:00
EDEXL
/GVQ

Developing Web Products DIDA/B 8

Thu 05 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Additional Sci Biology 2 Foundation GCSE/B 61

Thu 05 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Additional Sci Biology 2 Higher GCSE/B 107

Fri 06 Jan 13:00 01:15
WJEC/
GCSE

Health & Socia Unit 2 Written Paper GCSE/B 17

Tue 10 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Science A: Che Chemistry 1 Found. GCSE/B 1

Tue 10 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Science A: Che Chemistry 1 Higher GCSE/B 1

Tue 10 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Additional Sci Chemistry 2 Found. GCSE/B 65

Tue 10 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Additional Sci Chemistry 2 Higher GCSE/B 103

Thu 12 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Additional Sci Physics 2 Foundation GCSE/B 56

Thu 12 Jan 09:00 01:00
WJEC/
GCSE

Additional Sci Physics 2 Higher GCSE/B 111

Fri 13 Jan 09:00 01:00
EDEXL
/KSQ

The Role and Work of the Public Serv BTNG/B 38

Information for Candidates Sitting External Examinations
The JCQ information sheets have been distributed to those sitting exams in January. It is

important that both parents and pupils familiarise themselves with the rules and regulations
of external examinations prior to the January 2017 examination series.
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School Uniform September 2016-August 2017
The school colours are based on burgundy for years 7-11.
Three of our suppliers are:- Bergoni, Tower Court, Unit 8, St. Davids Road, Swansea Enterprise Park SA6
8RU Tel: 01792 796880 / 771070 and J&S Products, 74 Tycoch Road, Swansea, SA2 9EQ Tel: 01792
206658 and Teamz Sportswear, 4 Shoppers Walk, Picton Arcade, Swansea, SA1 3AZ, Tel: 01792
655281.

Parents who have any doubts about what is acceptable should contact the school for guidance.
The final arbiters of what constitutes school uniform lies with the Headteacher and Governors of
the school. Please do not rely on information obtained from elsewhere.

Year 7-11

Pullover: burgundy, v-necked with official school logo.

Tie: years 7-11 official school tie.

Socks: with skirts, standard grey or white

Tights: should be flesh-coloured, medium grey or black, plain and seamless.

NB socks or tights MUST be worn.

Blouse/Shirt: plain light blue, standard school style. Not denim or fashion.

NB During the summer term only light blue polo shirt with school logo, may be
worn (see note on previous page).

Skirt: mid-grey or black in material and standard design, knee length

Trousers: dark grey or black and standard design, NOT fashion or jeans. No denim, leather,
flares, leggings, skinny style etc

Shoes: black formal school shoes (leather/artificial leather) with flat or low heels. Ankle
boots may be worn in winter provided they conform to the above regulations (not
with skirts). Trainers are not permitted. Felt/fabric or canvas shoes are not
permitted. Heavy boots (military, Ugg etc.) are not permitted. No forms of logo.

Outer Garments: pupils may wear standard length coats, anoraks or cagoules. However, all outer
garments, of whatever type, must be plain, navy blue/black and single coloured.
Pupils may not wear denim, hoodies, leather look jacket, no faux fur, tracksuit tops
or cardigans.

No logos, writing, patterns or stripes of any description should be present. Hats
e.g. Beanies, Baseball caps are not permitted in any circumstances. Head bands
must be plain and dark.

There is no necessity for anorak hoods to be worn at school.

Jewellery: A single sleeper or a single metal stud of minimum size in the lobe. No other
piercings are permitted e.g. stretchers, spacers, glass, nose or tongue piercing. A
medallion or chain may be worn if discreet. It must be removed for PE/Games. All
other jewellery is forbidden. It should be noted that tattoos are not permitted.

Make-up/Hair: Make-up is not allowed. If hair dye/highlights are used they should be a single
natural colour with no extreme contrasts (i.e. purples, reds, dip dyes etc are not
permitted), no ‘designs’ to be shaved into the hair. No ‘skin head’ type haircuts or
shaved patches (not shorter than grade 2). No braiding with a mixture of hair
colours. No artificial plaits or braids. No painted nails or nail extensions.



Games Kit

Rugby Shirt (boys): burgundy with blue/white side panels

T-Shirt (boys): burgundy with blue/white side panels

T-Shirt (girls): white polo shirt with blue/white side panels

Shorts (boys): burgundy with blue/white side panels

Shorts (girls): burgundy with white trim

Footwear: soccer, rugby appropriate studded boots and training
shoes as applicable

Socks (boys & girls): burgundy

Hooded Top (girls): black with school logo (hooded top is optional)

Tracksuit bottoms (girls): plain black (only to be worn in cold weather).

Shin pads are to be worn for all hockey and football lessons. Gum shields are strongly
recommended for hockey and rugby.

All Items of clothing should be clearly marked with the pupil’s name.

.

Sixth Form Uniform

Pullover: navy, v-necked with official school logo

Tie: Sixth Form official school tie

Shirt/Blouse: plain white, standard school style (not fashion)

NB During the summer term only navy blue polo shirt with
Sixth Form logo, may be worn.

Skirt: navy blue, knee length

Trousers: Trousers: navy blue, black, dark grey, standard design.
No denim, leather, flares, leggings, corduroy etc

Socks: with trousers: dark coloured, or white

with skirts: navy blue or white

Tights: plain, seamless, navy tights may be worn

Shoes: dark coloured with flat or low heels. Ankle boots may be
worn in winter and sandals in the summer. Trainers and
canvas shoes are not permitted

Topcoat: dark blue/black/grey – single coloured only

Members of Sixth Form are expected to wear the uniform throughout the school day. A
single sleeper or a single stud of minimum size may be worn in the lobe. No other
piercings are permitted e.g. stretchers, spacers, nose or tongue piercing. If hair dye/
highlights are used they should be a natural colour with no extreme contrasts (i.e.
greens etc are not permitted), no ‘designs’ to be shaved into the hair. No ‘skin head’
type haircuts. Baseball caps are not permitted in any circumstances.

Any jewellery must be removed if in the judgement of any staff, instructors or
technicians it constitutes a health and safety hazard, especially in laboratories,
workshops and PE areas.
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Attendance

The Education (School Day School Year) (Wales) Regulations 2006 states pupils are
expected to attend school for 190 days a year. Moreover, there is a strong correlation
between good attendance and high achievement as set out below:

The decision was taken by ERW, our regional education consortium, that no absences due
to holidays during term times will be authorised by Head Teachers. This means absences
that are due to pupils being taken on holiday during term time will be recorded as
unauthorised.

As a school we actively encourage parents not to take holidays during term time so that
children can fully benefit from the opportunities their school provides. If children are not in
school, they cannot learn.

100% Attendance
Congratulations to the following tutorials for having the highest attendance so far this year:

7.6 - 97.4%
8.4 - 95.2%
9.3 - 94.3%
10.7 - 94.8%
11.6 - 95.3%

95-100%
attendance

Best chance of

success
Your child is taking full advantage of every learning
opportunity.

90-95%
attendance

At least 2 weeks

of learning missed
Satisfactory. Your child may have to spend time
catching up with work.

85-90%
attendance

At least 4 weeks

of learning missed
Your child may be at risk of underachieving and may
need extra support from you to catch up with work.

80-85%
attendance

At least 5 ½ weeks

of learning missed
Your child’s poor attendance has a significant impact
on learning.

Below 80%
attendance

At least 7½ weeks

of learning missed
Your child is missing out on a broad and balanced
education. You are at risk of prosecution.
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Parents’ Information

It is the responsibility of the parents to ensure their children receive a full time education –
THIS IS THE LAW.

Parents must ensure that their children attend school regularly and on time.

It is a parent’s responsibility to let the school know if their child is going to be absent by
contacting the school using any one of the following methods:

Attendance telephone number (local rate): 0844 239 3548
Attendance text number: 07624 816695
Email: bishopvaughanA@hwbmail.net

Alternatively the school’s Attendance Office staff are: Mrs E-J Gwyther and Mrs R Aleman
and they are available via the school’s telephone number 01792 772006 Ext 219.

Remember the only legally acceptable reasons for not being in school are:

 Medical related absences
 Religious day of observance

The School Can Help

If you are worried or feel there is a problem with your child’s attendance, it is always best to

talk to the school first, however, the school can help with a variety of issues such as:

 Bullying

 Exclusions

 Child Protection

 Advice and Support

If you want any help and advice about your child’s attendance, please contact

Mrs J Rees (Education Welfare Officer) on 01792 772006 Ext 218 or Mrs E-J Gwyther

on 01792 772006 Ext 219.

Pupil Information

If any of your details have changed, please write or email the school so that our records
may be updated. This includes any change to address, contact telephone numbers
(especially mobile telephone and emergency contacts), place of work, doctor, or any new
medical conditions of which we should be aware.

Could you please pass onto the school any relevant email
address that we could use to contact you?
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Attendance
PENALTY NOTICE FOR UNAUTHORISED ABSENCE

The Education (Penalty Notices) (Wales) Regulations 2013 introduced fixed notice penalties

for regular non-attendance/lateness at school. This was implemented in Swansea from

January 2015.

The Welsh Government states that penalty notices are one option among a number of

different interventions available to promote better school attendance.

The introduction of these regulations mean that parents may now be fined for their child(ren)’s

regular non-attendance at school.

The local code of conduct, which explains how penalty notices will operate, is available on the

Swansea Council website.

Penalty notices can be issued for the following reasons:

 When a pupil has a minimum of 10 sessions or 5 school days lost due to unauthorised

absences during the current term and bringing the overall school attendance to below

90% in the school year to date.

 10 sessions or 5 school days lost due to holidays in term-time if the absence takes the

whole school attendance to below 90% in the current school year to date.

 10 sessions of persistent lateness after the register has closed in a term bringing the

attendance to below 90% in the current school year to date, or a combination of the

above.

May we remind you to telephone the 24 hour absence line

(local rate number)

or send a text message to on a daily basis.

Late in the morning …………….

DID YOU KNOW ?
5 minutes late = 3 days of school lost
10 minutes late = 6 days of school lost

15 minutes late = 10 days of school lost
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Could both parents and pupils be aware that the children
should carry their bus pass with them at all times. Pupils could

be asked at any time whilst travelling on a school bus, to
produce their bus pass as evidence that they are allocated a

seat. If pupils have misplaced their bus pass please contact the
school office who will organise a replacement.

Also pupils are not allowed to travel on any other bus other than the one that is printed on
their bus pass. On several occasions lately pupils have tried to travel on different buses,

e.g. to go over to a friend’s place after school. This is not allowed and the drivers have the
right to refuse entry to pupils who are not allocated to their bus. It is parents’ responsibility

to collect their children and take them to alternative venues after school.

Parking Outside Bishop Vaughan
A letter has been received from the School Community Police Officer asking us
to pass on the concerns of local residents in relation to parking and vehicles
causing obstructions outside the school from 3.00pm every afternoon.
Police Officers will be patrolling regularly outside the school to take positive
action regarding any vehicles which are parked in contravention of road traffic
legislation.

Parking During Parents’ Evenings
Local residents have expressed their concerns in relation to parking outside the school
and vehicles causing obstructions. Similarly parents using the school bus bay on Parents’
Evenings must ensure that they do not block their car in or obstruct exits or entrances.
Please park with due care and consideration at all times.

Mobile Telephones
As referenced on page 6, if pupils have mobile phones they should note that
they are not to be switched on or in use inside the school. This includes the
buildings, playground and playing field areas, before, during and after the
school day.

Mobile phones are to be kept out of sight, either on the person or in the
school bag. The school can take no responsibility for any loss or theft of mobile phones.

Parents and guardians are asked not to contact their children by phone or text during the
school day. If an emergency message needs to be conveyed the school office will take the
call and pass the message on. Similarly if a pupil needs to make an emergency call home
he or she just needs to approach the office.

Failure to comply with these rules will result in the phone being confiscated and kept in the
school office for collection by a responsible adult.

P a g e 2 7

Bus Passes

Getting to School
Parents are politely reminded that pupils who cycle to school must wear a helmet and
dismount once they enter school property. Students must not come to school by scooter as
this is dangerous to both the user and to pedestrians. We would very much appreciate your
co-operation in this matter.
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Bishop Vaughan Catholic School
Mynydd Garnllwyd Road

Morriston, Swansea
SA6 7QG

Phone: 01792 772006
Fax: 01792 790565

E-mail: bishopvaughanN@hwbmail.net
www.bishopvaughan.co.uk

Please can all parents and guardians be aware that the school cannot
supervise pupils arriving before 8.40 am.

Lost Property
We still have a number of items in ‘lost property’, which is located in the Main
Office.

None of the articles are labelled and cannot, therefore, be returned to their
owner. If your child has lost any item, please tell them to come and
check with Mrs Hancock or Mrs Stewart in the Main Office. After a
period of time items not claimed will be given to a charity shop as there
is no room to store them.

Lost property is available for checking at break and lunch-time.

PLEASE LABEL ALL ITEMS OF SCHOOL UNIFORM SO THAT
THEY CAN BE EASILY RETURNED IF HANDED IN TO

LOST PROPERTY.

School Website
The school website can be found at: www.bishopvaughan.co.uk


